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Letter  of  Transmittal 


TO  THE  HONORABLE  MAYOR,  MEMBERS  OF 
THE  CITY  COUNCIL,  AND  CITIZENS  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  ST.  LOUIS,  MICHIGAN 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  submit,  for  your  review, 
the  ‘'Second  Annual  City  Manager's  Report  of  Muni¬ 
cipal  Activities"  and  the  first  to  be  published  in  book¬ 
let  form. 

This  report  is  an  effort  to  keep  the  public  properly 
informed  by  presenting  a  summary  of  Municipal  ac¬ 
tivities  during  1956.  We  feel  justified  in  saying  that 
this  has  been  one  of  the  busiest  years  in  the  history 
of  St.  Louis.  The  splendid  citizen  support  of  the 
Council's  civic  improvement  program  has  been  re¬ 
flected  in  public  interest  and  cooperative  spirit,  and 
this  has  been  most  gratifying. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  another  year  of  pro¬ 
gress  and  orderly  development. 


Respectfully  submitted. 


DONALD  P.  ZIEMKE 
City  Manager 


ST.  LOUIS’  CITY  COUNCIL  IN  SESSION 


Left  to  right:  Councdlmen  Alfred  Bush,  Dale  Reichard;  Clerk- 
Treasurer  Kenneth  Barnum,  Mayor  C.  J.  Bender,  City  Attorney 
Alfred  Fortino,  Councilmen  Carl  Taylor,  Alex  Romanski;  City 
Manager  Don  Ziemke. 


Directory  Of  Officials 


CITY  COUNCIL 
Dr.  C.  J.  Bender,  Mayor 
Alfred  Bush 
Dale  Reichard 
Alex  Romanski 
Carl  Taylor 


REPRESENTATIVES  OF  CITY  ON 
COUNTY  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS 
Richard  Michael 
Max  Peters 
Dale  Reichard 
Donald  P.  Ziemke 


ADMINISTRATION 

Donald  P.  Ziemke _ City  Manager 

Alfred  J.  Fortino _ City  Attorney 

Kenneth  V.  Barnum _ Clerk- Treasurer 

Dr.  Donald  Barstow _ Health  Officer 

Clarence  Hanley _ Supt.  of  Electric  Utility 

Everett  Lamb _ Supt.  of  Public  Works  and  Parks 

Howard  Bush _ Supt.  of  Water  and  Sewage  Treatment 

Herbert  Wolford _ Chief  of  Police 

William  Corey _ Chief  of  Fire  Department 

Thomas  Mayville _ Recreation  Director 

Laura  Walker _ Justice  of  the  Peace 

Daniel  Kennedy _ Justice  of  the  Peace 

John  Kingdon  _  Assessor 

Howard  Bush _ Building  Inspector 
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Directory  of  City  Officials 


CITY  PLANNING  COMMISSION 

Fred  Carter,  Chairman 
LaVerne  Doepker 
Vere  Nunn 
Clarence  Smazel 
David  Van  Sluyters 
Robert  Wilson 

Dr.  C.  J.  Bender,  Mayor,  Ex-Officio  Member 
Dale  Reichard,  Councilman,  Ex-Officio  Member 
Alfred  Fortino,  City  Attorney,  Ex-Officio  Member 
Donald  P.  Ziemke,  City  Manager,  Ex-Officio  Member 


BOARD  OF  REVIEW 

Richard  Michael,  Supervisor 
Max  Peters,  Supervisor 
Dale  Reichard,  Supervisor 
Dr.  C.  J.  Bender,  Mayor 
John  Kingdon,  Assessor 
Alfred  J.  Fortino,  City  Attorney 
Donald  P.  Ziemke,  City  Manager 


BOARD  OF  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES 

Mary  Belle  Barstow,  President 
Edith  Nunn,  Secretary 
Clamina  Hilsinger,  Treasurer 
Florence  Kennedy 
Dorothy  Ross 
Edna  Ludlum 


ZONING  BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

Alex  Romanski,  Councilman 
Carl  Taylor,  Councilman 
S.  L.  Cutler,  Planning  Commissioner 
Member 
Fred  Leiter 
Fred  Himes 


BOARD  OF  CEMETERY  TRUSTEES 

Edward  Baker,  Chairman 
Hazel  Brewer 
Pearle  Tryon 
Fred  Himes 
Robert  Foster 


COMMUNITY  CENTER  COMMITTEE 

Dr.  C.  J.  Bender,  Chairman 

Odessa  Smazel 

Melvin  Hutchinson 

Fred  Himes 

Fred  Carter 

Mary  Ann  Noelting 

Mildred  Emapp 

Raymond  Abbey 

C.  W.  Dunbar 

Dr.  W.  J.  Knowles 

Alfred  J.  Fortino,  Ex-Officio  Member 

Donald  P.  Ziemke,  Ex-Officio  Member 
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General  Administration 

Besides  carrying*  on  the  day-to-day  operations  normally  expect¬ 
ed  of  a  city  government,  the  St.  Louis  city  government  in  1956 
achieved  or  initiated  a  number  of  projects  intended  to  further 
benefit  citizens  and  taxpayers  in  fields  old  and  new.  Some  of  those 
major  projects  are : 

The  City  Planning  Commission  was  re-organized  after  several 
years  of  inactivity  with  six  members  and  four  ex-officio  members. 
They  are  in  the  process  of  selecting  a  planning  consultant  to  guide 
and  assist  them  in  the  preparation  of  a  comprehensive  community 
plan. 

Of  special  significance  was  the  beginning  of  two  new  subdivi¬ 
sions  after  many  years  of  inactivity  in  this  field.  East  Street  has 
been  widened  and  graded  north  of  State  for  Kaufman  Addition 
No.  1.  On  the  City’s  west  side,  approximately  90  acres  were  annex¬ 
ed  to  the  City  and  this  is  presently  being  platted  into  160  lots  and 
a  school-park  site  by  Westgate  Park  Corporation.  These  lots  will 
be  completely  improved  with  storm  and  sanitary  sewers,  water  and 
electric  lines,  and  graded  and  paved  streets.  The  sub-dividers  will 


CITY  HALL  .  .  .  NEW  IN  1880 


The  present  City  Hall  as  it  appeared  before  removal  of  the  old  high¬ 
way  barn,  now  replaced  by  the  Public  Works  Garage  on  East  Prospect 
Street. 
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GENERAL  ADMINISTRATION 

build  the  sewers  and  streets. 

The  City  received  its  sec¬ 
ond  reduction  in  Equalized 
Valuation  in  as  many  years, 
after  eight  years  of?  in¬ 
creases.  An  appeal  was  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  State  Tax 
Commission  but  was  with¬ 
drawn  several  months  later 
when  the  Gratiot  County 
Board  of  Supervisors  adopt¬ 
ed  a  new  Equalization  Table 
which  gave  St.  Louis  a  re¬ 
duction.  Also,  the  State  Tax 
Commission  was  asked  to 
make  a  complete  sampling 
of  assessments  in  all  units  of 
Gratiot  County  in  1957.  As 
a  result  of  the  reductions, 

St.  Louis  taxpayers  paid  less 
County  and  School  tax  in 
1955  and  1956  in  spite  of 
increased  costs  of  both. 

Amendments  A-12  through 
A-17  were  added  in  1956  to 
the  New  St.  Louis  Ordinance 
Code  which  was  adopted  in 
1955.  These  amendments 
were  as  follows:  A-12 — Building  Permit  Fees;  A-13 — Fire  near 
Utility  Poles;  A-14 — Governs  use  of  sewers  and  sewage  treatment 
plant  and  establishes  sewer  service  charges;  A-15 — Restaurant 
Ordinance;  A-16 — Food  Handling  Ordinance;  A-17 — Revenue 
Bond  Ordinance  for  $290,000  Sanitary  Sewer  Extension  program. 

A  part-time  Assessor  was  appointed  under  the  new  single-as¬ 
sessor  system  to  relieve  the  City  Manager  of  this  additional  duty. 
The  City  Manager  remains  the  City’s  appointed  representative  to 
the  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 

The  Water  Department  was  separated  from  the  Electric  Utility 
and  was  combined  into  a  new  Department  of  Sewage  Treatment 
and  Water  which  is  located  on  E.  Prospect  St.  This  change  became 
effective  December  1,  and  should  benefit  both  the  Electric  Utility 
and  Water  Department  through  increased  supervision.  The  two 
Departments  were  also  combined  financially  by  Ordinance  A-17 
(Revenue  Bonds). 

The  Council  authorized  the  preparation  of  a  report  on  storm 
sewer  requirements  by  Hunter  Engineering  Company  of  Midland. 
Most  of  the  City  is  served  by  sanitary  sewers  only  and  these  sewers 
were  not  designed  to  carry  the  storm  water  they  are  being  called 
upon  to  handle.  This  report  will  serve  as  a  basis  for  proper  plan¬ 
ning  by  the  City  of  present  and  future  requirements. 


THE  CORNERSTONE  OF  THE 
NEW  CITY  HALL  IS  LAID 


Frank  HouseL  first  St.  Louis  city  manager 
and  former  city  clerk  and  postmaster, 
finishes  laying  the  cornerstone  on  the 
new  city  hall  as  Mayor  C.  J.  Bender 
watches. 
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Capital  Improvements 


This  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  City^s  new  Sewage  Treat¬ 
ment  Plant,  Pumping  Station,  and  Interceptor  Sewers,  which  be¬ 
gan  operation  on  March  1.  The  interceptor  sewers  bring  all  the 
sewage  in  the  City  to  the  Pumping  Station  on  Wheeler  Field  from 
whence  it  is  pumped  through  a  cast  iron  force  main  to  the  Plant 
on  Prospect  St.  for  primary  treatment.  The  system  was  financed 
by  a  $320,000  General  Obligation  Bond  Issue  which  was  approved 
by  the  voters  with  a  ten  to  one  margin.  Consultant  Engineers  were 
Ayres,  Lewis,  Norris,  and  May  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  contractors  were 
the  B.  H.  Sargent  Co.  of  West  Branch,  and  Burr  Brothers  of  Mt. 
Pleasant.  The  City  was  under  order  of  the  State  Water  Resources 
Commission  to  cease  pollution  of  the  Pine  River. 

In  September,  a  contract  was  awarded  to  Wm.  B.  Kovach  of  Mt. 
Pleasant  in  the  amount  of  $42,589.00  to  construct  the  ^‘First  Unit 
of  a  Proposed  Civic  Center’’  for  St.  Louis.  The  First  Unit  consists 


Interceptor  Sewer 
being  built  across  Wheeler! 
Athletic  field,  to  carry  sew-i 
age  from  south  side  of  the| 
city  to  pumping  station  to| 
be  pumped  to  disposal  plant.! 
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CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS 


of  one  half  of  the  proposed  City  Hall  and  is  being  built  without  a 
bond  issue;  it  contains  Council  Chambers,  Lobby,  Clerk’s  Office, 
Treasurer’s  Office,  Vault,  Manager’s  Office  and  Public  Rest 
Rooms  on  the  first  floor,  and  Employee  Rest  Rooms,  Work  Space, 
Storage  Area  and  Boiler  Room  in  the  Basement.  The  future  second 
half  of  the  City  Hall  is  to  include  offices  for  the  Assessor  and  Jus¬ 
tice  of  the  Peace,  and  space  for  the  Police  and  Fire  Departments. 
The  Civic  Center  Plan  also  includes  a  future  Library  and  Commun¬ 
ity  Center.  The  architects  are  Krauss  and  Farnsworth  of  Lansing. 
In  anticipation  of  the  over-all  Civic  Center  Plan,  the  Drury  prop- 
ertv  at  the  corner  of  Saginaw  and  Main  was  purchased  and  the 
buildings  moved  away.  The  previous  year  saw  the  razing  of  the  old 
Highway  Barn  to  make  way  for  the  new  City  Hall. 

The  street  paving  program  continued  through  the  use  of  the 
Revolving  Fund  with  the  City-at-large  paying  1|3  of  the  cost  and 
property  owners  213  by  special  assessment.  Streets  paved  were  3 
blocks  on  Delaware,  1  block  on  Seaman,  2  blocks  on  N.  Main  and 
1  block  on  N.  Union. 

In  response  to  a  petition  from  residents  of  River  Ct.  and  Clin¬ 
ton  St.  asking  for  immediate  construction  of  a  sanitary  sewer,  a 
special  assessment  district  was  created,  plans  drawn,  and  a  con¬ 
tract  awarded  to  Reed  Excavating  Co.  1160  feet  of  8”  sewer  was 
built  at  a  total  cost  of  $4939. 

The  Main  City  Parking  Lot  was  improved  by  the  incorporation 
of  two  small  parcels  of  land,  grading  and  drainage,  sidewalk  park¬ 
ing  barrier,  4  overhead  street  lights,  and  3  boulevard  lights. 


EXCAVATING  FOR  SEWAGE  PUMPING  STATION 


This  scene  of  consiruction  activity  was  on  Wheeler  Field,  but 
more  of  like  it  will  be  seen  in  St.  Louis  during  1957  as  the  City 
builds  sewer  extensions  and  another  pumping  plant  to  provide 
service  for  more  citirens. 


City  Hall  Ground  Breaking  Ceremony 


St.  Louis  in  1956  had  almosl  $200#000  in  new  construction,  mostly 
new  homes  and  commercial  and  industrial  buildings.  An  import¬ 
ant  factor  in  building  growth  and  employment  has  been  city 
work.  Above,  the  New  City  Hall  gets  started  with  a  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremony.  Left  to  right:  William  B.  Kovach,  contractor; 
Alvin  Farnsworth,  architect;  City  Manager  Don  Ziemke,  Council¬ 
man  Alfred  Bush,  Mayor  C.  J.  Bender  (looking  through  level) 
and  councilman  Alex  Romanski. 


Building  Permits-1956 


No.  of 

Declared 

Permits 

Value 

New  Residences 

10 

74,350. 

Additions  to  Residences 

16 

10,035. 

Alterations  and  Repairs  to  Residences 

5 

590. 

Garages  and  Other  Residential  Out-Buildings 
Commercial  Buildings  (Additions,  Alterations, 

24 

12,976. 

and  Repairs) 

11 

13,700 

New  Industrial  Buildings 

3 

86,000. 

Industrial  Buildings  (Additions,  Alterations,  and  Repairs  1 

900. 

Total 

70 

$198,551. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  DEPARTMENT  HEADS 


Left  to  right:  Standing — Fire  Chief  William  Corey,  City  Manager 
Don  Ziemke,  Police  Chief  Herbert  Wolford;  sealed — Electric  Sup¬ 
erintendent  Clarence  Hanley,  Public  Works  Superintendent  Ever¬ 
ett  Lamb,  Superintendent  of  Water  and  Sewage  Treatment  How¬ 
ard  Bush,  City  Clerk-Treasurer  Kenneth  Barnum. 

Office  of  City  Clerk-Treasurer 

Since  1953  the  offices  of  City  Clerk  and  City  Treasurer  have 
been  combined. 

The  Clerk  records  resolutions,  ordinances,  and  Council  proceed¬ 
ings,  issues  licenses,  and  performs  duties  which  are  imposed  by  the 
Charter,  the  City  Council,  or  the  law  of  the  State.  He  is  the  chief 
accounting  officer  of  the  City,  and  also  sells  cemetery  lots  and 
keeps  the  burial  records.  Two  elections  were  conducted  under  the 
supervision  of  the  City  Clerk  in  1956.  At  the  Primary  Election 
held  in  August,  531  electors  cast  ballots,  which  represented  36% 
of  the  registration.  At  the  General  November  Election,  1487  elect¬ 
ors  cast  their  ballots,  which  represented  87  %  of  the  registration. 

The  City  Treasurer  is  the  custodian  of  all  moneys,  checks, 
drafts  and  negotiable  instruments  belonging  to  or  payable  to  the 
City  of  Saint  Louis.  A  major  duty  of  the  office  is  the  preparation 
and  mailing  of  tax  notices.  Twice  in  the  past  year  1466  tax  bills 
were  sent  out  from  the  office  of  the  Treasurer;  the  city  tax  bills 
on  July  1  aggregating  $88,824.82;  the  County  and  School  on  De¬ 
cember  1  totalling  $131,512.91. 

Bonded  indebtedness  of  the  City  was  reduced  $19,000  in  the 
past  year  with  $387,000  still  outstanding,  as  follows:  $310,000  in 
Sewage  Disposal  Bonds  which  are  general  obligation  bonds  paid 
for  through  property  taxes;  $32,000  in  Motor  Vehicle  Highway 
Fund — Bridge  Bonds  which  are  revenue  bonds  paid  for  with  the 
revenue  from  Motor  Vehicle  Highway  Funds;  and  $45,000  in  Mun¬ 
icipal  Electric  Utility  certificates  which  are  revenue  certificates 
paid  for  from  the  revenues  of  the  Electric  Utility. 
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Fire  Department 

The  St.  Louis  Fire  Department  consists  of  a  Fire  Chief,  13  vol¬ 
unteer  fire  fighters,  and  two  paid  drivers  who  alternate  on  duty. 

In  1956,  20  training  drills  were  held  and  this  training  proved  in¬ 
valuable  throughout  the  year.  The  Department  answered  32  calls, 
and  12  of  these  were  outside  the  City.  The  total  estimated  loss  of 
the  20  calls  inside  the  City  was  $6,295.00. 

Of  the  12  calls  outside  the  City,  two  were  assisting  the  City  of 
Alma,  one  call  assisting  the  Village  of  Breckenridge,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  calls  to  the  townships:  Bethany-4,  Jasper  -2,  Pine  River-1, 
Sumner-1,  and  Wheeler-1.  The  average  attendance  at  each  call 
was  8.1  men.  Pine  River,  Bethany,  and  Jasper  townships  are  as¬ 
sociated  with  St.  Louis  in  the  Community  Fire  Control  Board. 

The  Fire  Department  was  active  in  several  enterprises,  primar¬ 
ily  in  reducing  fire  hazards  during  the  annual  Fire  Prevention 
Week.  Also,  further  improvements  and  maintenance  work  were 
done  in  the  Fire  Station  and  drivers'  living  quarters. 


ST.  LOUIS  FIREMEN 

Left  to  right:  Top  row — Bernard  Leahy,  Harley  Bickle,  Jr.,  Milford 
Peacock,  Gordon  Eff;  center  row — Chris  Risk,  Warren  Crispell,  Walter 
Burlingame,  Ray  Dittehber,  Everett  Lamb,  Ralph  Boyles,  Ernest  Best, 
Maynard  Starry;  bottom  row — Ray  Boivin,  John  Wells,  Dale  Reich - 
ard.  Chief  William  Corey.  All  are  volunteers  except  Mr.  Dittenber  and 
Mr.  Boivin,  who  are  full-time  men  and  alternate  on  duty. 
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POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

Lefl  lo  right:  Officers  Stanley  Worden  and  Frank  Aldrich,  Chief 
Herbert  Wolford,  Officers  Max  Shaw  and  Raymond  Alspaugh. 


Police  Department 

The  Police  Department  consists  of  a  Chief  and  four  Officers 
who  are  on  duty  24  hours  a  day.  The  Department  has  one  patrol 
car  and  it  travelled  over  50,000  miles  during  the  year. 

A  summary  of  the  years  activities  is  as  follows  :  527  traffic  ar¬ 
rests,  39  drunk  drivers,  32  drunk  and  disorderly,  25  other  phy¬ 
sical  arrests,  252  parking  violations,  148  doors  and  windows  found 
open  or  unlocked,  407  official  complaints  handled,  316  verbal 
warnings  given,  and  2  breaking  and  entering  cases. 

There  was  a  total  of  90  accidents  with  a  total  estimated  damage 
of  $15,685.00.  In  six  of  these  accidents,  9  people  suffered  personal 
injuries  but  there  was  no  loss  of  life.  A  charting  of  the  times  at 
which  these  accidents  occurred  shows  that  more  accidents  occur 
at  4-5  P.M.,  12  noon,  and  8:00  A.M.  in  that  order.  In  general  the 
early  night  hours  are  the  most  dangerous. 

One  officer  spent  a  week  at  traffic  school  in  East  Lansing,  and 
the  Department  fired  a  total  of  500  rounds  of  target  ammunition. 
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Public  Works  Department 

Major  accomplishments  of  the  Public  Works  Department  in 
1956  included  completion  of  the  new  (1955)  Public  Works  Gar¬ 
age  by  addition  of  a  reinforced  concrete  floor,  toilet  and  sanitary 
sewer,  storm  sewer  for  roof  water,  painting,  etc. 

The  paving  of  seven  streets  was  handled  by  this  department 
(see  Capital  Improvements),  and  also  nearly  25,000  square  yards 
of  black-top  were  seal  coated,  to  preserve  surfaces,  on  Michigan, 
Hubbard,  East  Saginaw,  East  Prospect,  Olive,  and  North  Mill. 

The  city  parking  lot  was  improved  with  grading,  drainage, 
lights,  sidewalk,  and  parking  barriers.  The  concrete  crew  also  re¬ 
paired  or  replaced  considerable  sidewalk  throughout  the  City. 

Two  storm  sewers,  each  about  250  feet  long,  were  built  north 
of  the  Mill  Pond  to  improve  drainage  and  eliminate  storm  water 
from  the  sanitary  sewer  system.  Separate  storm  and  sanitary  sew¬ 
ers  were  constructed  for  the  new  City  Hall. 

Trees  were  once  again  planted  city-wide  with  the  help  of  Boy 
Scouts.  The  annual  summer  weed  cutting  program  was  supervised 
by  this  department. 

Considerable  time  was  spent  grading  and  widening  gravel  streets 
and  improving  drainage  with  the  motor  grader. 

New  modem  sewer  cleaning  mcahines  were  purchased,  and  a 
digger  attachment  was  added  to  the  tractor  and  front-end  loader 
which  was  purchased  in  1955. 

A  time  consuming  task  of  this  department  is  picking  up  rubbish  ; 
much  time  was  saved  this  year  due  to  splendid  citizen  cooperation 
with  the  new  ordinance  requiring  that  rubbish  be  placed  in  con¬ 
tainers  of  proper  size.  Other  routine  activities  include  picking  up 
brush,  street  sweeping,  snow  removal,  sewer  and  catch-basin 
cleaning,  street  grading,  tree  cutting,  traffic  sign  work,  pavement 
patching,  equipment  and  building  maintenance,  bridge  and  guard 
rail  repair,  dust  laying,  hauling,  painting  traffic  lines,  and  Christ¬ 
mas  decorating. 


THE  NEW  PUBLIC  WORKS  GARAGE 

This  headquarlers  for  slreet  and  sewer  work  was  huiU  in  195$ 
dnd  were  added  in  1956. 
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LABORATORY  OF  THE  NEW  SEWAGE  TREATMENT  PLANT 

Numerous  tests  are  made  here  daily  to  guard  against  pollution 
of  the  Pine  River. 


Sewage  Treatment  Plant 

St.  Louis’  new  sewage  treatment  plant  has  been  in  operation 
since  March  1,  1956,  and  during  the  last  10  months  of  the  year 
treated  an  average  of  504,000  gallons  of  sewage  daily. 

Sewage  wastes  poured  into  a  river  cause  foul-smelling,  unheal¬ 
thy  water.  Nature  eliminates  such  wastes  but  the  process  requires 
oxygen  in  the  water.  The  city’s  new  disposal  plant  is  removing  an 
average  of  65  per  cent  of  the  suspended  solids  from  the  sewage, 
thereby  reducing  the  demand  for  oxygen  from  the  water  by  45  % . 
That  enables  the  river  to  much  more  rapidly  eliminate  the  remain¬ 
ing  impurities  in  the  water;  so  that  it  will  be  clean  and  support 
fish  life  and  be  generally  useful  again  for  recreational  purposes. 

To  determine  how  well  the  disposal  plant  is  removing  the  solids 
from  the  water,  133  composite  samples  were  taken  and  checked. 
A  '‘composite”  sample  consists  of  a  sample  of  the  treated  water 
taken  every  hour  for  nine  hours.  Various  other  tests  are  made  to 
determine  how  well  the  job  is  being  done;  and  the  river  is  check¬ 
ed  regularly  at  four  different  points  for  the  same  purpose. 

Besides  constantly  working  at  the  problem  of  reducing  sewage 
pollution,  a  lot  of  other  work  was  done  on  the  plant  in  1956.  Rou¬ 
tine  maintenance  of  buildings  and  equipment  was  done.  Lawns 
were  seeded;  trees  and  shrubs  planted  at  the  plant  and  pumping 
station;  some  gravel  walks  were  replaced  with  concrete;  a  flag¬ 
staff  was  erected,  and  a  cyclone  fence  was  built  around  the  entire 
area.  . - 
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Parks 

The  city  maintains  the  following*  park  properties: 

Northside  Park,  north  of  the  Pine  River  on  Prospect  Street. 

College  Hill  Park  at  the  north  end  of  Mill  Street. 

The  park  area  around  the  William  T.  Morris  Memorial  Pool  on 
North  Mill  Street. 

The  point  of  land  between  Michigan  Avenue  and  South  Mill 
Street. 

The  “City  Park  on  East  Washington  Avenue. 

Most  of  the  park  work  is  in  mowing  grass,  trimming  trees  and 
shrubs  and  raking  leaves.  Bare  spots  were  re-seeded  and  low  spots 
filled  with  black  dirt  to  improve  the  grass  and  make  the  parks 
more  pleasant  and  useful.  The  St.  Louis  Garden  Club  assisted  in 
beautifying  the  Michigan  Avenue  Park. 

A  kiddies  slide  was  purchased  for  Northside  Park;  and  eight 
new  picnic  tables  were  added  for  use  in  all  parks.  Also,  old  park 
tables  and  benches  were  repaired  and  painted. 

The  ice  skating  rink  maintained  by  the  city  on  Wheeler  Field 
was  graded  and  improved  lighting  added. 


THE  CITY’S  OUTDOOR  SWIMMING  POOL 


Swimming  Pool 

Attendance  at  the  Pool  during  1956  was  only  16,000,  as  compar¬ 
ed  to  the  previous  year’s  25,000;  this  was  due  primarily  to  the 
colder  summer  weather,  and  to  the  addition  of  the  Alma  Pool. 

Free  swimming  instructions  were  given  by  the  staff  and  a  large 
number  of  certificates  awarded.  Neighboring  communities  once 
again  sent  buses  of  children  regularly  to  use  the  pool.  Consider¬ 
able  painting  was  done  inside  and  outside,  some  wire  baskets 
purchased,  a  sidewalk  was  built  on  the  south  side,  and  grass  was 
planted. 

Highlight  of  the  season  was  the  two-day  Water  Carnival  which 
consisted  of  a  dance  on  the  tennis  courts  Saturday  night,  a  child¬ 
ren’s  carnival  Sunday  afternoon,  and  a  professional  exhibition 
Sunday  evening.  Since  pool  expenses  again  exceeded  admissions, 
it  was  necessary  for  the  taxpayers  to  subsidize  the  pool  opei’ation 
by  appro xipiately  $3300  this  year. 


Electric  Utility 

Gross  production  of  St.  Louis’  City  Electric  plant  for  1956  was 
6,348,800  kilowatt-hours.  The  utility  annually  contributes 
$5,000.00  directly  to  general  city  expenses,  and  also  contributes 
indirectly  over  $12,000  to  the  City  in  the  form  of  reduced  street 
lighting  rates,  electricity  for  city  buildings  and  pumping,  payment 
of  part  of  city  hall  salaries,  etc.  This  is  equal  to  20  %  of  taxes  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  City.  In  addition,  the  utility  increases  its  capitaliza¬ 
tion  in  the  vicinity  of  $20,000  annually.  Also  as  a  special  contribu¬ 
tion  this  year,  the  utility  paid  an  additional  $3800.00  toward  the 
new  city  hall. 

Since  the  electric  load  is  increasing  at  the  rate  of  6  %  plus,  the 
plant  is  faced  with  purchasing  another  engine  (out  of  its  rev¬ 
enues).  Impartial  consultant  engineers  were  hired  to  thoroughly 
analyze:  1.  the  generation  plant;  2.  the  distribution  system;  and  3. 
electric  rates.  In  the  course  of  this  sudy,  a  contract  was  offered 
Michigan  Chemical  Corp.  whereby  the  City  would  provide  their 
huge  electric  and  steam  requirements  at  a  saving  to  both  parties. 
After  a  considerable  delay,  the  offer  was  rejected.  An  offer  was 
then  received  from  Consumers  Power  Co.  to  purchase  the  Muni¬ 
cipal  Utility  for  $478,000.  At  year’s  end  the  City  Council  was 
studying  all  aspects  of  the  proposed  expansion. 

During  the  year,  the  plant’s  parking  lot  and  driveway  was  pav- 


MUNICIPAL  ELECTRIC  UTILITY 


Four  Diesel  engines  and  two  water-powered  turbines  in  this 
building  provide  the  electricity  for  St.  Louis  and  its  citizens. 
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ELECTRIC  UTILITY 


ed,  and  major  repairs  were  made  to  the  dam  and  to  the  intake 
flume  of  the  hydro  plant;  this  work,  as  well  as  the  following 
work  on  the  distribution  system  was  done  out  of  plant  earnings. 
Street  lighting  improvements  continued  with  4  lights  installed  on 
the  new  Main  Street  bridge,  3  lights  at  the  Mill  St.  bridge,  7  in  the 
Main  City  Parking  lot,  one  block  of  new  series  construction  on 
Euclid,  3  blocks  on  I  &  K,  and  one  block  on  Whitney.  Work  was 
begun  on  25  new  W.  Washington  street  lights  in  the  second  step 
of  the  downtown  lighting  improvement  program.  New  primary 
line  construction  included  a  new  west  side  circuit  beginning  on 
North  Ave.  and  running  south  down  the  alley  west  of  Bankson  to 
the  R.  R.  and  easterly  and  southerly  to  an  intersection  with  the 
east  side  circuit  at  Hazel  and  Maple.  This  line  was  extended  north 
into  Hart’s  elevator  and  their  transformer  bank  relocated.  Tied  in 
with  this  new  west  side  circuit  were  new  secondary  lines  and 
house  services  in  the  area  bounded  by  Washington,  Pine,  North, 
and  Bankson.  A  new  primary  line  on  Prospect  was  incorporated 
into  the  system  including  a  River  crossing  at  Michigan  Chemical 
Corp.,  a  new  primary  line  was  built  from  Union  St.  easterly  from 
I  &  K  and  across  the  River  to  serve  the  rural  customers  on  N. 
Hubbard  and  the  old  Hubbard  St.  line  removed,  and  new  primary- 
construction  was  made  south  of  Saginaw  and  west  to  N.  Clinton 
thereby  permitting  the  removal  of  the  E.  Saginaw  line  from  Frank¬ 
lin  to  Hubbard.  A  new  secondary  line  was  constructed  south  of 
Washington  and  west  of  Michigan  and  house  services  rebuilt.  The 
rural  line  purchased  from  Michigan  Chemical  was  dismantled  at 
a  profit  to  the  Utility.  All  of  the  above  work  as  well  as  routine 
service  and  maintenance,  and  payment  of  interest  and  principle 
on  the  last  engine  was  done  out  of  Utility  revenues. 


Water  Department 

Eighty-eight  new  water  meters  were  installed  during  the  year, 
in  line  with  the  City’s  policy  to  meter  all  residences  as  fast  as  time 
and  money  permit.  Also  172  meters  were  cleaned  and  repaired. 
Over  1400  feet  of  copper  tubing  was  used  in  22  new  and  20  re¬ 
placement  house  services.  A  total  of  3,925  feet  of  new  water  main 
was  laid  in  the  following  locations:  1.  Connection  between  No.  3 
well  and  W.  Prospect  main;  2.  two  fire  mains  into  Detroiter  Mo¬ 
bile  Homes;  3.  extension  in  Orchard  Hills;  4.  on  W.  Tyrell;  5. 
Union  St.  north  of  River  Ct. ;  6.  extension  of  the  State  St.  main  and 
north  on  East  St.;  and  7.  on  W.  Washingon  from  Watson  west  to 
Davis  St.  Also  7  new  hydrants  were  installed  by  the  water  crew, 
24  water  leaks  repaired,  2  broken  mains  repaired,  22  gate  valves 
repaired,  29  curb  boxes  repaired,  and  239  hydrants  flushed. 
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Your  Tax  Dollar 


SUMMER 

TAX  WINTER  TAX 


Cily 

School 

Operaling 

School 

Sinking 

County 

Total 

Rale  Per  $1000  of 

Assessed  Valuation 

$20.50 

$12.98 

$8.43 

$8.94 

$50.85 

Rate  Per  $1000  of 

Equalized  Valualion 

$12.16 

$7.70 

$5.00 

$5.30 

$30.16 

EXAMPLE:  If  your  Assessed  Valualion  is  $2500/  then  your  summer  lax  (Cily) 
would  be  2.5  x  $20.50  =  $51.25,  and  your  winter  lax  (School  and  County) 
would  be  2.5  x  ($12.98  plus  $8.43  plus  $8.94)  ==  $75.88. 

St.  Louis’  Assessed  Valuation  =  $4/331,400 
St.  Louis’  Equalized  Valuation  =  $7,300,237 
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Revenues  and  Expenditures  of  City  Government 

(For  Fiscal  Year  July  1,  1956  to  June  30,  1957 

INCOME 

Taxes  _  87,436.07 

Motor  Vehicle  Highway  Funds _  28,080.61 

Sales  Tax  &  Intangible  Tax _  31,900.00 

Licenses,  Fines,  and  Fees _  7,470.00 

Direct  Contribution  of  Light  and  Water  Plant _  6,000.00 

Special  Assessments  Payable _  8,400.00 

Miscellaneous  _  9,300.00 

Unexpended  Balances  &  Revolving  Funds  carried  over _  17,947.49 

Carried  over  (Capital  Improvement,  Paving  Revolving,  and 

Sewage  Disposal  Sinking  funds) _  46,973.75 


$243,507.92 

EXPENDITURES 

General  City  Expenses  and  Administration  _  35,610.00 

City  Electric  and  Water  Uses  (Actual  Cost) _  5,800.00 

Police  and  Fire  _  45,425.00 

Capital  Improvement  Fund  (City  Hall) _  42,400.00 

Public  Works  _  47,720.00 

Paving  Revolving  Fund  _  23,300.00 

Off-Street  Parking  _  3,049.17 

Sewer  Revolving  _  1,170.00 

Sewage  Disposal  Sinking  Fund _  13,073.75 

Bridge  Sinking  Fund _  4,660.00 

Parks  and  Pool  _  10,495.00 

Cemetery  _  6,505.00 

Library  _  4,300.00 


$243,507.92 

Sewer,  and  Water  Departments 

(For  Combination  Effective  December  1,  1956) 

INCOME* 

Water  Receipts  _  41,000.00 

Sewer  Service  Charges  _  30,000.00 

Debt  Service  Charges  _  5,000.00 


$  76,000.00 

EXPENDITURES* 

Water  Supply  and  Distribution  _  26,500.00 

Sewage  Treatment  Plant _  11,800.00 

Electricity  for  Water  and  Sewage  Pumping  (Actual  Cost) -  9,700.00 

Interest  on  Revenue  Bonds  _  13,775.00 

Principal  on  Revenue  Bonds _  5,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  and  Replacement  Fund _  6,000.00 

Surplus  and  Sewer  Revolving _ : -  3,225.00 


$  76,000.00 

*As  Proposed  For  A  Full  Year 


Electric  Utility 

INCOME 

Sale  of  Electricity  (Only  partial  billing  for  City  uses) _  150,000.00 

Operating  Surplus  Carried  Over _  10,000.00 

Miscellaneous  receipts  _  1,810.00 


$161,810.00 

10,000.00 

5,000.00* 

12,000.00 

3,700.00 

3,800.00 

75,710.00 

51,600.00 


$161,810.00 

*  Indirect  contributions  to  City  in  form  of  reduced  rates  for  municipal  Uses 
of  Electricity,  street  lighting,  etc.  valued  at  additional  $12,000. 


EXPENDITURES 

Operating  Surplus  _ 

Direct  Contribution  to  City  General  Fund  in  Lieu  of  Taxes* _ 

Transfer  to  Electric  Utility  Reserve  (Debt  on  Engine) _ 

Transfer  to  Machinery  Break-Down  Reserve _ 

Contribution  for  City  Hall  _ 

Operation,  Maintenance,  Construction  and  Surplus _ 

Salaries  and  Wages  _-i _ 


CITY  HALL  STAFF 


Left  to  right:  Mrs.  Glenna  Ward,  Mrs.  Jean  Nevins,  and  Mrs. 
Virginia  McWilliams. 
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